
Sept. 29, 1947. 

Dr. N. Eiaen, 
BellevIm Xiosp., 
Rew York, E.Y, 

Lear Er. Msen, 

My good friend, Illm Atwood, told me that since the time 

you ~8x8 instruotor, and I student, in PtithoPogy at P&S, you 
have been worhAng on the formation of tmtibodies by yeast, ;;ind 
that you have substantially confinned the xepg$rt of Fox and Ward . 
in this regard. Xs this oorreot?t If it is, there are, as you 
well know gx%at inqlioations fox the study of the mechaiaa! of 
antibody groduotlon, but also for the genctlus and general chemistry 

of the synthesis of speciflo protetia. It Is in the genetics 

that I am Interested, inasmuuh as I hold tt cha.3.r here which 

might fnformally be titled "for Research in Genetic Ucrobiology". 

I am in the last stages of preparing a review of the eemtics 

of mioroorganisms, and had forrrm&ly planned to le~e out my 

mention of Pox's work subject to some oonfl.nnation. Would you be 
averse to a mention of your studies in the forgi:" The production 

of spsclifio preaipitlns by yeast has been reported b,t Fox and Ward, 

( ) and since confirmed by Risen (prlv. c~omri.)"?. Off the record 

I would be eager to hear any specifio information that you may ham 

unooPered. 
If you axe surprised a-it the present addresst I should: tell you 

that I took a leave of absenoe Wring my third year at P&S to work 
with EJ,.Tatum at Yale U, on bacterial genetios. That line of work 
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gnaterlalised SO well that f took my Ph.D. in It, anci was prepared 
to return to P&S and cromplete my M.D. on a USPHS fellowship 
when I was offered my preesnt post under oondltions too attrw- 

t$va to refu~re. RAe;ht now, I am busied mostly in setting up my 
laboratory, but real prowess is being made* md A should be 
ready to ,gt to work q$aln ln a short while. 

Iat's hem from uvou If you can tear yourself away from your 

exciting work long mot@ to write a letter. 

Best regards, 

Yours stnoerdy, 

Joshua Lederberg, 
OLaPlt. Pr"af'cbssoy.pf Gerlutios). 


